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146. Can you give us a concrete example to show that the absence of such advice would be detrimental to the administration of the division or the district ? —Such examples are constantly cropping up.
-147. Can you give me one or two concrete examples ?—We had some trouble during the summer in the south-east of the province. The advice and assistance of the commissioner was very valuable at that time.
 148.	To  whom ?—Both to  the Government  and
to the district officer.
 149.	You think that the district officer is not com
petent   to   give   that   advice ?—I   am   making   no
implication against any district officer.
 150.	I merely put it to you whether that advice
was not superfluous and whether the district officer
himself could not have given that advice in the case
which you have mentioned ?—He might have done,
but might have done the wrong thing.
 151.	It is equally possible that the commissioner
might have done the wrong thing ?—Quite so.
 152.	Consequently nothing turns on the fact that
you have got a person who can give advice ?—Being
an   experienced   officer   the   commissioner   is   more
likely to give the right advice.
 153.	With regard to Section 30, is it not a fact
that the Legislative Assembly when dealing with the
Criminal Procedure Code Amendment Bill of  1923
wrote to all governments asking them to reconsider
the question whether the magistrates empowered to
try cases under section 30 should not be done away
with and to state whether the modern system of
criminal procedure could not be followed in all the
provinces ?—Yes.
 154.	I  only want to  know  whether the  powers
under section 30 are exercised not only by the deputy
commissioners as a rule but also by those who are
specially empowered ?—Yes ;   they are not confined
to the district magistrates.
 155.	As regards the  appellate  powers,   are  they
given to senior magistrates ?—Not in many districts.
 156.	But in some districts they are ?—I should say
that at present there are additional district magis
trates with appellate powers in six or seven districts.
 157.	The ..principle has been introduced and is in
force?—Yes.
 158.	As regards corruption in the Irrigation and
other  departments  of  Government,  do you  think
that it runs through the higher ranks of the service ?
—No, certainly not.
 159.	It is only confined to certain ranks ?—Yes.
I want to make it quite clear that it is not general even
amongst the subordinates.     I do not wish to suggest
that it is general amongst the subordinates or that
it is  worse in the Irrigation  department than in
several other departments.
 160.	Possibly  the  temptation  in  the   Irrigation
department being greater, there is more corruption
in that department, other things being equal ?—I
would say there are more complaints • in regard to
that department.
 161.	But they are all confined to the subordinates
of the department?—The complaints are generally
against the subordinates.
 162.	Consequently   the   question   does   not   arise
whether it is a reserved or transferred department ?—
I do not wish to suggest that it is either better or
worse  because  it is  a  transferred  department or
otherwise.
 163.	I only wish to know whether it is confined to
the lower ranks only and does not extend to the
superior services of the Irrigation department ?—Yes
 164.	Sir Zutfiq&r Ali Khan :  You are aware that
there is a general impression in the country that the
retention of the commissioners in the  scheme  of
administration is not of any value ?   Do you think
that in spite of this idea on the 'part of the general
public you should still retain the commissioners in
the scheme of administration ?—My recollection is that
this question was last debated upon in the council—
I speak subject to correction—and that the motion
-was either withdrawn or defeated.
 Chaudhri Zafrnllah Khan : The motion was ruled out of order on the ground that under the Land Revenue Act the Government was in duty bound to appoint commissioners and that unless the Act was amended this motion could not be allowed. Then there was a discussion with regard to the staff of the commissioners.
 165.	Sir Zulfiqar All Khan :   You   -hink that in
the interests of good administration the retention of
the commissioners is necessary ?—I do, yes.
 166.	You think that the increase in the volume of
work  at  the  head-quarters  necessitates  the  desir
ability of keeping these commissioners as a necessary
link between the local Government and the deputy
commissioners.—I think that  if you do away with
the commissioners the tendency to centralise would
be much more obvious than at  present ;   it  will  be
much greater than at present.
 167.	Do you think that in order to supervise the
deputy  commissioners  it  is  necessary   to  have  an
intermediary officer between the local Government
and the deputy commissioner ?—I  do not think I
have  said at any  time  that  the  chief function  of
the commissioner is  to  supervise  the deputy com
missioner.
 168.	Supposing the deputy commissioner is acting
in a manner in which the public are not quite satisfied
and  supposing  complaints   are  made  to  the  local
Government   against  him,   do  you  think that the
Government   can   themselves   deal   with   them ?—
It will be extremely difficult for the local Govern
ment to find any officer who would examine into the
truth   or   otherwise.    The   Government   at   head
quarters would have nobody to send.    Under the
present circumstances the commissioner would be the
obvious person to whom the Government would refer
for further information or for an enquiry if an en
quiry was desired.

 169.	What I wanted to know definitely was that
tinder these circumstances direct dealing by the local
Government with the deputy commissioner  would
not be advisable ?—In the opinion of Government it
•would not be advisable under the circumstances.
 170.	In the  Irrigation or any other department
you think that corruption is a necessary evil ?—I do
not think I have said so.
 171.	Corruption could not* be altogether climated ?
—I think the view generally taken by Government
is that Government agency alone cannot eliminate it.
It is mainly a question of sound and healthy public
opinion.    I do not think that Government has ever
said that it cannot be eliminated.
 172.	With regard to diarchy, you think that the
system has worked very satisfactorily ?—I do not
think I said so.    I said, so far as I remember, that
the system of diarchy, as it has been worked in this
province, has worked with smoothness and without
friction largely because of the reasonableness of. the
people -who have had to work it and I would like to
a<jd—jt is a very important factor which I did not
mention—that it is also due to the personality and
the ability of the Governors who have been in charge
of the province.

 176.	Sardar Skivdev Singh Uberoi : With regard to
corruption, in which department is it worse, the Police
or the Public Works or the Irrigation ?—I cannot say
in which department corruption is worse,    I do not
think anybody knows.
 177.	What is the general impression among the
public ?—I really cannot say what is the general
impression.
 178.	You said that it is general in the subordinate
ranks of the Irrigation department ?-—I do not think
I confined my remarks to the Irrigation department,
all services.
 179.	Do the sub-divisional officers of the Irrigation
or the Public Works department come in the sub
ordinate services or in the higher grades ?—I should
perhaps explain this just to avoid any misunder
standing.    When I used the term " subordinates " I

